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        DECEMBER  2011  
 
 

                                               MOMENTS OF GRACE  
 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!  It will be wonderful to celebrate Advent and Christmas in 2011.  

Our Advent schedule is outlined in the Advent Devotional Booklets we are distributing to the entire 

congregation.  You will want to note that Advent begins on Sunday, November 27 th  and our cantata 

performance is scheduled for Sunday, December 4 th  at the 11 a.m. worship service.   We will offer 

a communion service at the 8:30 a.m. worship service on that same Sunday.  We will have a holiday 

reception at the parsonage on December 11 th  from 2 to 5 p.m. and the entire church is invited.  
 

Once every five or six years, one of the most holy days of the Christian year falls on a Sunday, giving 

congregations an opportunity to celebrate as a church family the special gift of the baby Jesus to our world.  

Planning worship for Christmas Day can be a little difficult since many families have Christmas Day 

traditions that do not include going to church.  While many churches hold Christmas Eve services, most do 

not have Christmas services unless the day falls on Sunday.  Christmas Day many families are busy with 

unwrapping gifts, traveling to be with family, preparing Christmas dinner, watching a football game on TV 

and catching up with other family members on their lives.  
 

When Christmas Day falls on Sunday some congregations steer away from their normal worship 

experiences to plan a special service on Christmas Day.  I would like to share a few examples with you.  
 

The Rev. Lucinda Holmes, currently director of worship at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 

in Leawood, KA, once planned a toy -blessing service.  Each child brought a Christmas gift for the church to 

bless their playtime.  In another church, she hosted a coffee brunch so that people spent Christmas 

morning with their families.  
 

First United Methodist Church in Hyattsville, MD, planned a morning service where people sang their 

favorite holiday hymns and shared what Christmas meant to them.  
 

The Rev. Joan Carter -Rimbach, pastor of First Church, said at other churches she has invited members to 

share special gifts they gave or received.  She ended the service by sharing the special gift of Jesus to the 

world.  
 

Our worship team has been planning the worship service for Christmas Day since early August.  We 

discussed many possibilities for our worship experience.  We want to emphasize and celebrate the church 

as an extended family of love and faith.  We will be offering a single combined Christmas Sunday 

worship service at 11 a.m. in the sanctuary on Sunday morning.  We will also have a single 

worship service for New Yearôs  Day at 11 a.m. 

 

By Godôs grace in Jesus Christ, 

Jim 

OUR CHURCH STAFF  
 

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. James I. Reeher, Associate Pastor: James Walker,  
Office Administrator:  Janet Rusin, Music Director: Dan Shorb, Organist: Robert Meade,     
Sexton: Bob Rusin,  Head Usher: Rose Register,  Deaf Interpreter: Barbara McColskey,      

Nursery Attendant: Amanda Butler, Youth Leader: Chip Hawthorne,  
Jaycie Leibin: Childrenôs Ministry, Michael Munn: Contemporary Music Minister  

Sunday, December 11th     

2:00 -  5:00 p.m. 

Open House at the Parsonage 

 

 The Salvation Army Angels for our 

Angel Tree have arrived and are 

available for pickup from the 
bulletin board in the breezeway.   
 

Once you have selected your 

angel, please sign in on the sign in sheet with your 

name, phone number, and the code number for 

your angel.  Also, pick up a clear plastic bag for 
your gift.   
 

The gifts are due back no later than  

Sun. Dec. 18th.   
 

They should not be wrapped. (These instructions 

are also available on the bulletin board.)  
  

It is our hope that each child will receive the gift of 

his or her choice.  For most, this will be their only 

Christmas gift.  If you select an angel whose wish is 

for something you feel you cannot afford, please 

consider partnering with a family member, friend or 

neighbor to secure the funds necessary to make the 

child's wish a reality. We strive to make this a 

memorable Christmas for all our angels.  

Grace United Methodist Men (GUMM)  
 

United Methodist Men creates an atmosphere of fellowship for adult 
men of all ages to strengthen their Christian growth and continued 
development thru support to each other, thru support to our 
church and its ministries and thru outreach to others in the com-
munity. This is accomplished with a monthly breakfast meeting and 

by service to Grace UMC and to our community.  
 

On December 10, 2011 at 8:00 am the Grace United Methodist Men 
(GUMM) will hold their monthly fellowship breakfast.  The  guest speaker 
will be local golf instructor Dan Meinert.  
 

Since joining The Palencia Club staff in 2004, Dan Meinert, Putting Institute Di-
rector of Instruction has earned a reputation as one of the areaôs most re-
spected golf instructors. Danôs theories on the golf swing and the putting stroke 
have produced positive, consistent results for his students. In his quest to bring 
his students the most up - to -date instruction methods, Dan became a certified 
Laser Optics putting instructor, earning this prestigious certification from putting 
guru Mike Shannon, Putting Instructor at The Golf Learning Center at The Sea 
Island Golf Club.  
 

Dan won the 2003 Florida State Senior Amateur Champion.  He earned his 
Bachelors and Masters Degrees in Health, Physical Education and Recreation, 
with a focus on Sports Physiology and Psychology, from the University of Wis-

consin -Lacrosse. Dan's  doctoral studies centered in Athletic Administration and 
Business at The Ohio State University. He served as Assistant Director of Facili-
ties and Operations for The Ohio State University, in which role he was directly 
responsible for The Scarlet & Gray Golf Courses.  
 

Dan has conducted  numerous golf events that have had a focus on sharing 
God's Grace.  He and his wife, Kathy, live in Jacksonville.  
 

Also at this meeting filled with spirit and love of this Advent season, we will plan 
to take a special holiday offering to provide a monetary gift from the Methodist 
Men  to our pastors for their discretionary use to help our Grace families in need 
this Christmas.  
 

When  ï 8 am Saturday December 10, 2011  for fellowship & breakfast at 
8:30 am and the speaker following breakfast  
Where  ï Grace UMC in fellowship hall  
Cost  ï a donation to Pastors Christmas fund  
Reservations  -  please contact: Janet at Grace UMC 829 -8272 or e - mail 
graceumc@comcast.com  or ronaldmiller2000@aol.com  by Friday, De-
cember 9 at noon so we know how to plan. Title your e - mail GUMM 
breakfast and provide your name and the name of any guests  
 
WHO  is the friend that you could invite to join you for this breakfast?  

 

mailto:graceumc@comcast.com



